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A Brief History of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod

Gaylin R. Schmeling
President, Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary

Mankato, Minnesota

Early Beginnings

On the first Monday of October (5), 1853, the first meeting of 
Norwegian Ev. Luth. Church in America occurred at the Luther 
Valley Church near Orfordville (Beloit), Wisconsin.

the 
Organizer

the Model Pastor
the 

Theologian
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Restauration

-

A Pioneer Churchman
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vivacious daughter
The Triumvirate

Erweckungsbewegung

skrift teolog

Built on the Rock 
Proclaim His Wonders: A Pictorial History of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
Vivacious Daughter: Seven Lectures on the Religious 

Situation Among Norwegians in America
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-

5

-

the title Samlede Skrifter Af Dr. theol. V. Koren 
8

5 Our Great Heritage: A Popular History of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod , .

Jacob Aal 
Ottesen

The Diary of Elisabeth Koren: 1853–1855

8 U. V. Koren’s 
Works
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Growth and Fellowship

Home Missions

Foreign Missions

Higher Education 

Fellowship

The Synodical Conference was organized in 1872 in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.

Shang-Di,
Shen -



Lutheran Synod Quarterly170 Vol. 58

-

-

Pioneers Find Friends 
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-

Conflict and Controversies

The Election or Predestination Controversy (Gnadenwahlstreit; 
Naadevalgstrid) 

doctrine of Sunday, 
slavery, and absolution

intuitu fidei
Cur alii prae aliis

A History of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States
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tion to the acceptance

-
sies concerning lay preaching, the doctrine of Sunday, slavery, and 
absolution

-

-

 

intuitu fidei

-

A City Set on a Hill 
,

, 

A Blessing in the Midst of the Land
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The Reorganized Synod

-

Luthersk Tidende 
(Lutheran Times).

-

The Election Controversy: Among Lutherans in the Twentieth 
Century
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-

Evangelisk Luthersk 
Tidende (Evangelical Lutheran Times).

-

-
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Forward in the Lord

Mission Expansion
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McMiller
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-

Latvia

8 Latvian pastors

Lutheran Sentinel
Lutheran Synod 

Quarterly

Den Norske Synode er bare en ribbet høne.—Ja, 
men naar høne blir frisk og bra igjen så skal fjærene vokse tilbake
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-
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Educational Program

In 1927 at the Lime Creek Convention, 
Pastor G. A. Gullixson, an ardent advocate of Bethany 
College, moved that the synod take over the school.

In 2001, Bethany College graduated its first baccalau-
reate students.
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Opened in the fall of 1946

-

-

Lutheran Synod Quarterly
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Faithful to the Confessions

WELS and ELS

-

-

Declaration,

Brief Statement

Common Confession
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Statement of the Forty-Four

 

-

-

The Doctrine of the Church

Lutheran Synod Quarterly -

The Pulpit and the 
Pew in Luther and the Confessions. 

.
 

Lutheran Synod Quarterly
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The Lord’s Supper Discussions

of the Quarterly
Quarterly

The Theology of the Lord’s Supper

usus

The Public Ministry of the Word

ἐκκλησία

ἐκκλησία

Lutheran Synod 
Quarterly
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A New Alliance

-

  Proceedings of the Synodical Conference
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 A 

  Synod Report
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The Eternal 
Word: A Lutheran Confession for the Twenty-First Century

-

in so far 
as but because

-

-
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A Look to the Future

they preserved spread

Make 
Known God’s Manifold Wisdom: The Fifteenth Anniversary of the Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference



A Brief History of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 189Nos. 2 & 3

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  The Worship Supplement
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Addendum I

Lutheran Churches in America

All These Lutherans,
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All These Lutherans
The Lutheran Church in America of 1962 (LCA) and The American 

Lutheran Church of 1960 (TALC) became a part of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in 1988.
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All These Lutherans
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Norwegians in the Synodical Conference

Predestination
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Addendum II

George Orvick: The First Full-Time Synod President

-

-

-

-
The Doctrine of the Church
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-

-

Addendum III

John Moldstad: The Second Full-Time Synod President
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-

Megan’s Mountain

Predestination: Chosen in Christ

th
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-

The Public 
Ministry of the Word

-

Addendum IV

Member Churches of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference
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Associate Members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference
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Our Pioneer Church Fathers
H. M. Tjernagel

Editor’s Note: Lutheran Sentinel

-

-
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-
-

-

-

Built on the 
Rock 
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From De Servo 
Arbitrio to Opgjør

Erling T. Teigen
Professor Emeritus, Bethany Lutheran College

Mankato, Minnesota

Editor’s Note:

De 
Libero arbitrio diatribe sive collatio 

Diatribe

Luther’s Works

diatribe 

Vom unfreien Willen.
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Bondage of the Will see 

The Bondage of the Will 

-

The Bondage of the Will 

The Bondage of the 
Will.

-

Bondage of the Will

that De servo arbitrio Concerning Unfree Choice
arbitrium as 

voluntas.
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teaching of the 

De servo arbitrio -

-

5

Bound Choice, Election, and Wittenberg Theological Method.

5

Bound Choice, Election, and Wittenberg Theological Method 
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Bondage of the Will in its 

-
Bondage of the Will 

-

coram deo

8

Diatribe

Disputation Against Scholastic Theology  
 

Luther’s 
Works -

Luther’s Works

8 The Book of Concord: The 
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
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-

Exsurge Domine

Assertio 
omnium articululorum…

Bondage of the Will 

 Assertio omnium articulorum M. Lutheri per bullam Leonis X novissimam damna-
torum De libero arbitrio can be 

 Luther and Erasmus: Free Will and 
Salvation The Library of Christian Classics

. De servo arbitrio.
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De libero arbitrio,
De servo arbitrio.

Against Julian

-
Romans 

Bondage of the 
Will

can
De Servo Arbitrio

Diatribe

in the Romans
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-

congruous: condignus:

-

halbpelagianer
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-

De Servo Arbitrio

New Advent, the online version of Catholic Encyclopedia, 

Luther: 
Right or Wrong? An Ecumenical Study of Luther’s Major Work, The Bondage of the Will 
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-

-

tabula rasa
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-

 

-
De Servo Arbitrio,

 Sources and Contexts of The Book of 
Concord

Bound Choice
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Luther Right or Wrong by Harry 
. 

Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification 

-

The Council of Trent: The canons and decrees 
of the sacred and oecumenical Council of Trent
by Hanover Historical Texts Project
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The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church 

 

 Catechism of the Catholic Church
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preparation 
of man

-

-

-

Summa Theologica

De 
gratia et libero arbitrio .
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Johnston translation of Bondage of the Will.

A Study of Generations 

De Servo Arbitrio, 

election per se

En Redegjørelse An Accounting, theses on conversion and election

Bondage of the Will
A Study of Generations



From De Servo Arbitrio to Opgjør 217Nos. 2 & 3

in a certain sense
 

make a certain choice
let himself 

will refuse to let himself be helped

-

Opgjør

Opgjør 

 En Redegjørelse,  Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende 
  Grace 

for Grace 

 Lutherske Vidnesbyrd—Gamle og Nye Lutheran Witness– Old and New
City Set on a Hill 

Bondage of the Will
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Opgjør

There is nothing new under the sun 
Is there anything of which it may be said, 

“See, this is new”? 
It has already been in ancient times before us. 
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Following the Old Paths: 
The Theology of the Norwegian 

Synod (1853 & 1918)
Erling T. Teigen

Professor Emeritus, Bethany Lutheran College
Mankato, Minnesota

A
-

-
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were

Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende, 
.  Evangelisk Luthersk 

Tidende, -
Der Staar Skrevet

 

The Norwegian Missourians

The Lutheran Church Among 
Norwegian Americans. 

 Beretning om Synodemødet…1918 [Report on the Synod meeting…1918]

-

The Lutheran Church Among Norwegian 
Americans, 
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-
  

Sorting out Grundtvig’s “Unparalleled Discovery”

God’s holy Word in our baptismal covenant

5 

Norwegian American Lutheranism up to 1872 
Pioneers Find Friends

 The Lutheran Church Among Norwegian 
Americans: A History of the Evangelical Lutheran Church

 Clergy Bulletin  A 
Critical Look .

5 Grace for Grace 
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-

interpreted in agreement

-

-

Grundtvig 
Studier, Mageløse 
Opdagelse

-

Four Northern Lights
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menigheden
kirke

8

-

γέγραπται

-
 

norma normans, or the 
8 Grundtvig Studier

Historisk-kritiske af handlinger over en del virkelige og formentlige 
orientalske daabsbekjendelser Alte und neue Quellen zur 
Geschichte des Taufsymbols und der Glaubensregel 

https://bethany.mplus.mnpals.net/vufind/Author/Home?author=Caspari%2C+C.+P.+1814-1892.
http://bethanylutherancollege.worldcat.org/title/alte-und-neue-quellen-zur-geschichte-des-taufsymbols-und-der-glaubensregel/oclc/10093661?referer=br&ht=edition
http://bethanylutherancollege.worldcat.org/title/alte-und-neue-quellen-zur-geschichte-des-taufsymbols-und-der-glaubensregel/oclc/10093661?referer=br&ht=edition
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norma normata, 

-

The Pieper Lectures, A Sesquicentennial Celebration  The 
American Book of Concord

 Konkordiebogen eller den evangelisk-lutherske Kirkes Bekjendelsesskrifter

Book of Concord.
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-

The Norwegian Synod’s Survey of Seminaries

-

Definite Platform

  

Lutheran Confessional Theology in America 1840-1880

Essays for the Church
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-

-

-

The Decision for Missouri
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-

The Leipzig Connection

Pioneers Find Friends
.
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-

-

-

Laur. Larsen: Pioneer College President
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-

-

-
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of Pioneers Find Friends.

Evangelische Kirchenzeitung

Lehre und Wehre  Der Lutheraner

-
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-

-

-
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The Synod’s Early Controversies

-

Grace for Grace

Slavery

-
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-

-

is
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The Sabbath Day

-

 

-

Luther’s Works
Word and Sacrament I

 Grace for Grace, 
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jure divino 
jure humano

Lay-preaching

-

Vivacious Daughter
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-

Absolution

if

-
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The Gospel

Grace for Grace intro-

Grace for Grace

real 

-

  Grace for Grace
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Conversion and Election

Opgjør 
or Madison Agreement

-
-

of grace

-

-

Redegjørelse ray’de-yurelse, 

in a certain sense

Grace for Grace 

 Lutherske Vidnesbyrd: Gamle og Nye Lutheran Witness – Old and New  
City Set on a Hill 
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-

-

Conclusion

Built on the Rock

-
tion by grace alone through faith alone is the central teaching 

 

Lutherske Vidnesyrd .
Built on the Rock
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Enduring Impressions from 
the Austin Agreement of 1916: 

An Unintended Compromise with Far 
Reaching Effects

John A. Moldstad
President, Evangelical Lutheran Synod

 Our centennial prepara-

Opgjør

-

boring bearing
A City Set on a Hill 

Grace for Grace
The Synodical Conference

Lutheran Synod Quarterly
Lutheran Synod 

Quarterly
Lutheran Synod Quarterly
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Yes, Doctrine Counts!

 

every
the

all 

Hauptartikel

 

-

What Luther Says

  Concordia Triglotta
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Defining the Doctrine of Election

intuitu fidei 

5

all grace

 

-

5

Predestination: Chosen in Christ
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8 

The 1880s Election Controversy 

-
 

8 The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Lutheran Synod Quarterly
. 
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-

faith 
cause

En Redegjørelse

-

Appendix C.
Grace for Grace
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th

ELS Synod Report 

Concordia Theological Monthly

-

alone is 

Grace for Grace
Pioneer Days and Other Events Briefly Sketched for the 75th 

Anniversary of the Synod for the Norwegian Evang. Lutheran Church of America
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-

Opgjør  

-

little change to the Opgjør
The Issue with the Madison Settlement

God’s
Opgjør

oppgør. 

-

Appendix 1
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An Accounting
only 

Opgjør

th

-
th

-

-
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Opgjør

A Sizable Minority Raises Concerns

exact

Opgjør

-

 

 Luthersk Tidende and Lutheran Sentinel

Lutheran Synod Quarterly 
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-

th

Opgjør

-

-

Forklaring
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Meeting at Austin, Minnesota

Opgjør

-
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without
th

Opgjør

-

The Austin Agreement

“NOTE: It is self-evident that the 
above stated resolution must not be interpreted to mean that ‘Opgjør’ 
as the basis for union between the three contracting churches, is 
thereby abbreviated or changed.”

Opgjør
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-

Conversion and Election—A Plea for a United Lutheranism in 
America Opgjør

 

Sentinel

Zur Einigung der amerikanisch-lutherischen Kirche in der 
Lehre von der Bekehrung und Gnadenwahl
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in Grace for Grace

 

-

supposedly -

Luthersk Tidende

-

Clergy Bulletin
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-

 
Examination of the Agreement

article in the Lutheran Sentinel
Positive: Opgjør

-

Negative: 
Opgjør

Positive: 

-

Negative: 

Opgjør
Negative: Opgjør

Lutheran Sentinel 
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responsibility
 duty over against the acceptance of 

non ens

feeling

an agreement in 
doctrine

Positive: Opgjør

Negative: -
-
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status confessionis

Austin’s Impact on Lutheran Unity Efforts

Concordia Theological Monthly

CTM Report of 1917 

formaliter  realiter
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great 

1. The rush for unity at all costs: a powerful incentive

-

2. Compromising truth inevitably fortifies falsehood: Note ELCA’s 
history.

Concordia Theological Monthly 

The Norwegian Lutherans in America
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55

-

 

, The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology 
55 -

Lutheran 
Synod Quarterly

Faith of our Fathers
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-

58 

3. ELS origination: In trials, the Lord also presents opportunities 
and blessings.

-

 

58 -

-

th
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-

th Jubilee of the 

4. “Triple U” produced—sharpening the way to go about unity 
efforts

Appendix 2 ELS Synod Report
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-

 
5. Focus on doctrinal purity for succeeding generations, with sola 
gratia at the forefront

Built on the Rock
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-

-

-

-

  ELS Synod Report
Vivacious Daughter
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6. Importance of scrutinizing advice from respected leaders: 
Pieper, Dau, etc.

its very nature unalterable

-

7. Prayers needed for vigilance in the search for true unity

the

prayer

ELS Synod Report
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The Word of God can never fail; 
It is the rock of ages, 

When Satan doth my faith assail, 
Or doubt its battle wages. 

No more shall fear my soul enfold, 
Since I by faith God’s grace behold, 

Which ev’ry fear doth banish. 

ELS Synod Report
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Appendix 1

1912 Madison Agreement

-

 
Truth Unto Godliness 

 -

-

  the 

-
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-

 
Truth Unto Godliness … -

Documents of Lutheran Unity in America 

Appendix 2

The Six Theses of the Triple U70

-

-
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Unto the Third and Fourth 
Generations: A History of the ELS 

Within the Broader Context of 
American Lutheranism

Craig A. Ferkenstad
Secretary, Evangelical Lutheran Synod

-

-
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-

-
-

First Generation 

 

Beretning 
A City Set on a Hill 
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issue of the Luthersk Tidende -

 

all 

 
Beretning
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-

-
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-

5

5 A History of Lutheranism in America, 1619–1930

Ebenezer: Reviews of the Work of the Missouri Synod During Three 
Quarters of a Century
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-

-

8

8  Den Norske Synode Hilsen til Hundredaarfesten i Norge 1914

Sigurd Christian Ylvisaker, 
1884–1959: A Commemorative Volume at the Centennial of his Birth
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Opgjør
-

 

-

Opgjør
all members 

Beretning

The Lutheran Church Among Norwegian–Americans: A History of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church -

Synod Report

Beretning
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Second Generation 

-
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Doctrine of the Church Public 
Ministry of the Word The Role of Men and Women in the Church 

The Lord’s Supper
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Lutheran Sentinel 
Lutheran Sentinel
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A purpose of the Lutheran Sentinel

Lutheran 
Sentinel
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God’s Song in a New Land: Lutheran Hymnals in America
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Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference — 

A Worldwide Fellowship

Gaylin R. Schmeling
President, Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference

A

Die Lorelei
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The Eternal Word: A Lutheran Confession for 
the Twenty-First Century
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Sermon on John 6:48–51: 
Two Reasons to Turn Away Are 

Two Reasons to Stay

Thomas A. Kuster
Professor Emeritus, Bethany Lutheran College

Mankato, Minnesota

H -

-
-

“I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and are dead. This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that 
one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; 
and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the 
life of the world.” ( John 6:48–51)
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Latin cum
panis

hlāfweard

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/companion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
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Sermon on Ezekiel 22:28–31: 
Day of Humiliation—December 14, 1941

Milton H. Otto

Editor’s note:

Prayer:

Text: “Her prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false 
visions, and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the 
Lord had not spoken. The people of the land have used oppressions, committed 
robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the 
stranger. So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and 
stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; 
but I found no one. Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I 
have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their 
deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord God. (Ezekiel 22:28–31)
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Our Portion or 
Share in the Guilt of Our Country.
I. We did not make ourselves a wall or stand in the gap for the land.
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II. We have frequently taken part in the prevalent sins of the land.

-



Lutheran Synod Quarterly302 Vol. 58

-
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Homiletical Journal
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Sermon on 2 Timothy 2:1–2  
at the Installation of Seminary 

President Theodore Aaberg
Milton H. Otto

Editor’s Note:

Text: You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And 
the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these 
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:1-2)

-
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The 
Task of the Theological Educator Today.
I. The task of the theological educator of today is the same as it has 
been since the beginning of the Christian Church.
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II. 
it is a task that is made 

more difficult by the atmosphere in which we find ourselves today. 

-

-
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III. 
despite all the obstacles, it is possible to 

carry it out.
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Book Reviews

Book Review: Proclaim 
His Wonders

Proclaim His 
Wonders.

anniversary of the Evangelical 

-
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Grace for Grace Faith of Our Fathers
City Set on a Hill Built On The 
Rock

concerning the photos is the fact 

-

of the Opgjør

confession of the three great fathers 

recounts the blessings of the 
-

ashes arose the Evangelical Lutheran 
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Book Review: The 
Election Controversy 
Among Lutherans in the 
Twentieth Century

The Election 
Controversy Among Lutherans in 
the Twentieth Century.

the history of the controversy has 

celebrates its centennial anniver-
The Election 

Controversy Among Lutherans in the 
Twentieth Century arrives at an appro-

earlier analyses of the Election 

to resolve the controversy in the early 

-
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intuitu fidei

intuitu fidei

Aristotlean causation into Lutheran 

-
cause so 

means

tracing the rise of a resurgent confes-

-
intuitu 

fidei

-

-

-

-
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